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FREE ACA HELP SESSIONS 

SCHEDULED FOR DODGEVILLE 

 Free one-on-one help sessions for people interested in signing up for the new online Health Insurance Exchange 

are scheduled for Wednesdays, Nov 6, 13 and 20 from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Southwest Tech Center in the Piggy Wiggly mall, 

316 W. Spring in Dodgeville.  It will be first come, first served.  Or you can make an appointment for one-on-one 

assistance by calling AmeriCorps volunteer Lola Gregg at (608) 574-7986.   In addition, Nancy Howard, a Certified 

Application Counselor (CAC), will be available for one-on-one assistance every Thursday, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 

Community Connections Free Clinic, 101 E. Fountain Street in Dodgeville. 

At the Wednesday evening sessions, trained “Helpful Neighbor” volunteers will be available to help you 

understand how you can fill out the on-line application or a paper application if you prefer.  Brian Lundell of Lundell 

Insurance, 107 N. Iowa Street, will be available to explain to you the wide range of health insurance options available to 

Iowa County residents.   He will assist you in determining your expected cost, depending on your income, family size, 

level of coverage you choose and other considerations.  Fortunately, significant tax credits will be available for many 

families to offset the cost of the premiums. Working with a local insurance agent, which costs no more than applying by 

yourself online, may help you avoid selecting the wrong policy for your own financial situation. 

 “Helpful Neighbor” volunteers will also be able to talk to you about how to consider paying for your plan, including 

the premium, co-pays and deductibles. 

 People attending these help sessions will need to bring some important information for all family members or 

dependents to be covered by the insurance.  This includes social security numbers and combined estimated 2014 

income.  You will also need information about any health insurance your employer offers.    

“The enrollment process for the Health Insurance Exchange can be complicated and we know many people are 

not as comfortable working on a computer as others.  That’s why we have trained local volunteers who will be able to help 

people figure out how to use the application process,” said Molly Zuelke of the Community Connections Free Clinic, who 

is heading up this all-community effort.  Other team members include UW Extension, the Iowa County Social Services 

Department, Upland Hills Health, local insurance agents and Grassroots Citizens of Wisconsin. 



 The “Helpful Neighbor” volunteers and a local insurance agent will guide you through the necessary terms you 

need to understand to select the insurance option that best serves your needs.  They will ask you about your primary 

concerns, such as “Will I be able to see my current doctor?”, “Does the policy cover kidney dialysis?”, “Will it cover me 

while I’m traveling?”, etc.  

Among the people expected to sign up on the Exchange are those who don’t have health insurance now or are 

being dropped from Badgercare.  It is also attractive for people with pre-existing conditions who may have been denied 

coverage previously. No one with pre-existing conditions cannot be denied coverage on the Exchange.  Also people 

whose employer’s insurance costs more than 9.5 percent of their household income may find more affordable options on 

the Exchange  The Exchange does not apply to people on Medicare.  Their current coverage will not change.  

 For people who only need access to a computer and want to fill out the application by themselves, public access 

computers are available at public libraries throughout Iowa County, at the Iowa County Courthouse and at the HSS 

Building in the Social Services Department, 303 W. Chapel Street in Dodgeville. 

To enroll on the Exchange yourself, go to www.healthcare.gov  or call 1-800-318-2596 to apply by phone.  For the 

hearing impaired, go to TTY: 1-855-889-4325.    You can apply any time before March 31, 2014.   If you apply before Dec. 

15, 2013, your coverage will begin Jan. 1, 2014. 

 

A SIDEBAR STORY 

NEW BADGERCARE ELIGIBILITY 

 While many adults will be dropped from the Badgercare rolls in January, others who are under the 100 percent 

poverty line may be added as of January 1, 2014, even though they have been on the Badgercare wait list for some time.  

These people include single adults whose income is under $11,490 annually, a two-person household with income under 

$15,510, a four-person household under $23,550 or five-person household under $27,570.  If you believe you are now 

eligible for Badgercare, call toll  the Southern Consortium Call Center toll free at 1-888-794-5780, Mondays through 

Fridays, 8:30 to 4 p.m. or go online to access.wi.gov.  After Nov. 18, you can contact the Iowa County Social Service 

Department, Health and Human Services Building, 303 West Chapel Street, Dodgeville. 
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